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1 . WE APPRECIATE AMBASSADOR'S CONCERN (REF C) THAT HIS GOOD 
PITCH TO WEIZMAN MAY SEEM A BIT AHEAD OF ICRC. WE CONSIDER 
THE PRESENTATION TO HAVE BEEN MOST USEFUL IN MAKING CLEAR 
THAT USG IS SERIOUSLY CONCERNED ABOUT THIS PROBLEM, RE- 
GARDLESS OF THE ICRCS POSITION. AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, 
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ICRC’S POLICY AS EXPLAINED TO SIEVERTS REFLECTS THEIR PRU 
DENCE ON TACTICS. APPEARS TO US THAT THE AMBASSADOR'S TALK 
BY EXPRESSING USG CONCERN WILL HELP PAVE THE WAY FOR RENEWED 
ICRC NEGOTIATIONS. 


2. WE SUGGEST AMBASSADOR FIND QUIET MOMENT TO SEE DE GRU- 
NECK ALONE TO DISCUSS CURRENT SITUATION. WE SUSPECT ICRC 
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WILL PREFER THAT USG NOW LEAVE THE ISSUE TO THEM FOR A TIME 
TO NEGOTIATE WITH GOI. WE ARE PREPARED TO ACCEPT ICRC'S 
JUDGMENT ON THIS AND ASSUME THEY WILL LET US KNOW (AS THEY 
HAVE IN THE PAST) IF FURTHER USG EFFORT WITH GOI WOULD BE 
HELPFUL. 

3. THE DISMISSAL OF DEMURALT ALSO TROUBLES US. ICRC 
SENIOR LEVELS MADE CLEAR TO SIEVERTS IN GENEVA, HOWEVER, 
THAT THEIR DISSATISFACTION WITH DE MURALT PRECEDED AND WENT 
BEYOND THE QUESTION OF HIS TALKS WITH USG OFFICIALS, 

WHICH BECAME RELEVANT BECAUSE OF HIS APPARENT LACK OF 
FORTHRIGHTNESS IN REPORTING ABOUT THEM TO DE GRUNECK. 

4. ALTHOUGH ICRC DID NOT INFORM SIEVERTS OF THEIR INTEN- 
TION TO DISMISS DE MURALT (AND THIS OUTCOME MAY HAVE 
EMERGED FROM TALKS WITH DE MURALT AFTER HIS RETURN TO 
GENEVA), ONCE THEY MADE CLEAR THEIR CONCERN ABOUT HIM, 
SIEVERTS MADE THE VERY POINTS RECOMMENDED IN JERUSALEM'S 
1830 (REF H), STRESSING THAT THE USG HAS ITS OWN SOURCES 

OF INFORMATION ABOUT CONDITIONS OF DETENTION, 

CHERISH AND SCRUPULOUSLY PROTECT THE CONFIDENTIAL RELA- 
TIONSHIP WE HAVE HAD WITH THE ICRC AND ITS DELEGATES. 

SIEVERTS ALSO MADE CLEAR OUR DISTRESS AT POSSIBILITY THAT 
ICRC DELEGATES WOULD IN EFFECT BE PUNISHED FOR BEING FORTH- 
COMING (IN CONFIDENCE) WITH US OFFICIALS. ICRC EMPHASIZED 
THIS AS SUCH WAS NOT THE PROBLEM, AND THAT THEIR DISSATIS- 
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FACTION WITH DE MURALT PRECEDED THE IMMEDIATE 

ISSUE. 

5. SINCE SIEVERTS IN EFFECT COVERED THIS GROUND WE SEE 
NO NEED TO DO THIS AGAIN, ESPECIALLY SINCE USG HAS HAD AN 
EXCELLENT CONTINUING RELATIONSHIP WITH ICRC, ON BASIS OF 
THESE CONSIDERATIONS. PROBLEM OF DE MURALT'S DISMISSAL 

IS UNIQUE IN OUR EXPERIENCE, AND WE DO NOT THINK WE SHOULD 
PURSUE IT FURTHER. SIEVERTS DID NOT HOWEVER INFORM ICRC 
OF AMBASSADOR'S APPROACH TO GOI. WE SUGGEST AMBASSADOR 
DO THIS WHEN HE SEES DE GRUNECK AS SUGGESTED ABOVE. 

6. BECAUSE OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THIS MATTER, WE SUGGEST 
QUESTION OF MEZVINSKY MEETING WITH DE GRUNECK (PARA TWO OF 
REF E) BE LEFT OPEN FOR THE TIME BEING. IF AMBASSADOR 

LEWIS MEETING WITH DE GRUNECK TAKES PLACE BEFORE MEZVIN- 
SKY’S ARRIVAL, HE COULD JUDGE WHETHER MEZVINSKY MEETING 
WOULD BE USEFUL. ICRC MAY PREFER AT THIS TIME TO PURSUE 
NEGOTIATIONS ON ITS OWN, WITHOUT POSSIBLE APPEARANCE OF 
COLLUSION WITH USG. 

7. WE ASSUME GENEVA'S 10063 (REF F) PROVIDES SUFFICIENT 
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MATERIAL FOR AMBASSADOR TO RESPOND TO WEIZMAN'S CONCERN 
ABOUT THE ISRAELI SOLDIER IN LEBANON. ICRC IN THE PAST 
HAS BEEN ASSIDUOUS IN PURSUING ISRAEL’S CONCERNS ABOUT ITS 
PERSONNEL CAPTURED BY ARAB SIDE, AND HAS SUCCEEDED A NUMBER 
OF TIMES IN ARRANGING RELEASES OR EXCHANGES. WE ARE CON- 
FIDENT THEY ARE TRYING HARD IN THIS CASE. VANCE 
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